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Science Commons
 A project of Creative Commons

 Broader focus:
 Copyrights and open access
 Patents and licensing
 Data and databases

 Multidisciplinary, but current focus on
biomedical sciences



Advisory Board

 Paul David
Professor of Economics, Stanford University / Oxford University
Director, Knowledge Networks and Institutions for Innovation Program

 Michael Eisen
Principal Investigator, Life Sciences Division, Lawrence Berkeley National Lab
Founder, Public Library of Science

 Joshua Lederberg
1958 Nobel Prize Winner, Physiology or Medicince
Foundational Geneticist

 Arti Rai
Professor of Law at Duke Law School
Leading thinker on patents, open source discovery models and institutional designs

for licensing

 Sir John Sulston
2002 Nobel Prize Winner, Physiology or Medicine
Sequenced c. elegans genome, led UK efforts in the Human Genome Project
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Impact on Developing Nations
 Keynote address, International Conference

on Open Access, June 2005:
 “The persistent and sharp elevation in price of

academic periodicals seriously restricts the
acquisition of scientific information”

 “The resources formed from public investment
become the proprietary property of publishers
and are then sold back to the developing
countries at a high price”
 Qiheng Hu, Vice Chair of Chinese Association for

Science and Technology



Reaction:  Open Access
 Open-access (OA) literature

 Digital
 Online
 Free of charge
 Free of most copyright and licensing restrictions

 OA removes price barriers and permission
barriers

 OA should apply to the full-text, not just to
abstracts or summaries



CC Licenses: OA Journals



CC Licenses - OA Repositories



Bethesda Statement on OA
 The author(s) and copyright holder(s)

grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable,
worldwide, perpetual right of access to, and
a license to copy, use, distribute, transmit
and display the work publicly and to make
and distribute derivative works, in any digital
medium for any responsible purpose, subject
to proper attribution of authorship[2], as well
as the right to make small numbers of
printed copies for their personal use.





Copyright Public Domain

Creative Commons



    

Answer three simple questions to choose a
license.



In total, the license is a three Layer Interface:

    



    

Then, you’ll get a logo to put on your web page.
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Standardizing:  One philosophy, free legal tools to implement
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Extended to science:



Thanks to MIT, CSAIL, the
Omidyar Network & the High
Q Foundation
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Cambridge, MA 02139
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wilbanks@creativecommons.org


